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Many modern Mac apps support tabs nowadays, but often you have to manually set each app to use tabs when opening additional documents or new windows. But there’s another way, by using a little-known Mac system setting that tells Mac apps to prefer
using tabs for new windows and documents whenever possible.

Android is loaded with cool features and settings. It even has some cool hidden gestures. Talking about Android settings, while some settings are easy to understand, others are quite vague. One such setting is the Reset app preferences.

You might have seen it on your Android phone or someone might have told you to reset app preferences when you were facing some phone issue.

So, what does reset app preferences do actually? When should you reset it? And how do you reset it? All your queries are answered in this post.

What is Reset App Preferences?

Hidden under the Installed apps setting of your Android phone lies the Reset app preferences option. If you tap the Reset app preferences button, you get a warning pop-up like this:

The pop-up lists the settings and behaviors that will be affected once you tap the reset apps button. But it's not detailed and that's the reason you are here. So, let’s get into its details.

However, let’s first address the elephant in the room. In case you are worried that by resetting app preferences you will lose data, that’s not going to happen. The warning pop-up also mentions and reassures the same.

So, be at ease that you will not lose your WhatsApp chats, camera photos, files etc., if you reset app preferences. Wondering what all you will lose? The things that will be deleted are:

1. Default apps

For starters, resetting will clear all the default apps. For instance, when you download a third-party gallery app, if you open a photo via file explorer, your phone will ask you to choose a default app.

You'll be provided with two options – Once and Always. If you choose Just once, you will be asked again the next time. However, if you choose the Always option, your phone will always open the image files with this new gallery app.

But, what if you don’t like the gallery app and want to switch to some other gallery app? Of course, you can uninstall the app but, if, for some reason, you want to use another app without uninstalling this app, then you have to take the help of reset app
preferences in such cases. Once you reset it, you will then be asked to choose a default app again.

But, there is a catch. Resetting preferences will not clear the defaults for one app only but it will clear the defaults for all installed apps. So, basically, default preferences for all the installed apps will be reset.

2. Preferences for Disabled Apps

Secondly, resetting app preferences will enable all the disabled apps. If you use a device other than stock Android, we are presuming your phone will be full of pre-installed junk. And, since most of them cannot be uninstalled, disabling them is a great option.

Now, if you have disabled multiple apps, resetting will enable all of them again. For instance, I have disabled the Google Play Movies & TV app. If I reset the app preferences on my phone, the app will be enabled. I will then have to manually disable it again.

3. Preferences For App Notifications

With Android Oreo, Google introduced the amazing Notification channels. However, even on devices running software lower than Oreo, you get good individual app notification settings.

Similar to disabled apps, if you've disabled or changed notification settings for an app, these will be reset. For instance, if you've chosen to hide notification content from lock screen for an app, settings like these will be reset by resetting app preferences.

4. Background Data Restrictions

One of the ways to control data usage on your phone is to limit background data usage. Thankfully, Android lets you control data individually for each app.
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If you have limited or turned on data restrictions for apps, keep in mind that by resetting app preferences, you're going to lose those restrictions. Meaning, all the background data restrictions will be reset and you'll have to manually set them again for each app.

For instance, people usually enable background data restrictions for the memory andhttps:>

So, anyway, if you have deactivated the microphone permission for Facebook, resetting app preferences will remove all the restrictions and reset permissions to default values. Then, when you launch the Facebook app, you will be asked for all the permissions
again.

When and Why You Should Reset App Preferences

Now, you may be wondering when you should reset app preferences. The simple answer is when some app or your phone is misbehaving.

Let me explain. When you face an issue on your device, the first thing that you should always do is to restart your phone. If that doesn’t fix the issue, try clearing app cache or app data for the app.

However, if none of the above-mentioned solutions resolve your issue, resetting app preferences should do the trick. Since it resets permissions and clears default apps among other things, many times this solution has proven to be quite effective.

So, when none of the solutions seem to work for a problem on your phone, try resetting its app preferences. And, how should you do that? Read on.

How to Reset App Preferences
Stock Android Oreo

Step 1: Go to device Settings and tap on Apps & notifications. Then, tap on See all apps.

Step 2: Under App info screen, tap the three-dot icon at the top-right corner of your phone and select Reset app preferences from the menu. Confirm on the next screen.

Also Read:How to Check RAM or Memory Usage in Android Oreo 8.0+
Stock Android Nougat

Step 1: Open device Settings and tap on Apps. Under Apps, tap the three-dot icon at the top-right corner.

Step 2: Select Reset app preferences from the three-dot menu. Confirm on the next screen by tapping Reset Apps.

OnePlus Devices

To reset app preferences on OnePlus devices such as OnePlus 3, 3T, 5, and 5T, follow these steps:

Step 1: Go to your device's Settings and tap on Apps. Under Apps, tap Application List.

Step 2: Then, on the next screen, tap on the three-dot icon at the top-right corner. Select Reset app preferences from the menu. Confirm by tapping Reset Apps on the next screen.

Also Read:How to Get Bokeh Effect on OnePlus Devices
Redmi Devices

To reset app preferences on MIUI devices such as Redmi Note 4, Note 5, Note 5 Pro, Redmi 5 etc., follow these steps:

Step 1: Open Settings on your phone and tap on the Installed apps option.

Step 2: Then, tap on the three-dot icon at the top-right corner and hit Reset app preferences. Confirm the action by tapping Reset apps on the next screen.

Also Read: How to Expand Notifications on MIUI Redmi Devices
Samsung Devices

The following method will reset preferences on the Samsung devices such as Galaxy S8, S9, S7, Note 5, Note 8, J5, J7, A5, etc.

Step 1: Open Settings on your Samsung device and go to Apps.

Step 2: Then, tap on the three-dot menu at the top-right corner and choose Reset app preferences.

Undo Reset App Preferences

In case, you accidentally pressed the Reset app preferences option, we are sorry to inform you that there is no way to revert the changes.

Once the button is pressed, it will reset all the above-mentioned settings to default. You will then have to manually set them again according to your need.

If it makes you feel any better, you can recover deleted WhatsApp images. Read to know how.

Reset Device

As we've already mentioned above that resetting app preferences won't delete any of your personal data. It will only reset the settings to its default value.

But, if you want to reset or format your device, go to Settings > Backup and reset > Factory reset. However, do backup your device properly first before formatting your device.

Also, let us know if you were able to resolve device issues by resetting app preferences on your Android device.

The above article may contain affiliate links which help support Guiding Tech. However, it does not affect our editorial integrity. The content remains unbiased and authentic.Read NextHow to Easily Stabilize Videos on AndroidAlso See#settings

Did You Know

The first Internet Service Provider (ISP) was a company called CompuServe
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System preferences in Mac OS X or macOS as we now call it is the key to making changes to a whole raft of different settings on your Mac. Everything from changing your desktop background to sharing files and folders is configured using System Preferences.

Where is System Preferences on Mac?

System Preferences on Mac is an application that, unlike other macOS tools such as Disk Utility and Terminal, lives in your Applications folder — not in the Utilities folder. You can launch it from there like any other application. It’s also in the Dock.

And if you don’t like either of those options, you can use the Apple menu System Preferences route, by clicking the Apple logo at the top left of the screen and choosing it from the menu.

Once you’ve launched it, clicking on any tool, or pane as they’re known, will allow you to change the settings for that category. So, to change your desktop background you’d choose the Desktop & Screen Saver pane, or to set display resolution or configure
multiple displays, you’d click the Displays pane.

Tip: As well as launching System Preferences and clicking the pane you want to use, you can Ctrl-click System Preferences in the Dock to see a list of all the tools. Click on one to select it.

How to use the General pane in System Preferences

The General pane is home to a number of settings that don’t belong anywhere else. Here, you can change the color of menus, buttons, and windows in the Finder and the color used for highlighting selections.

You can also configure the way that scroll bars in windows work. Perhaps more usefully, the General pane is also where you set your default web browser and specify whether your Mac asks you if you want to save changes when you close a document.

Near the bottom there’s an option to enable Handoff, a feature of recent versions of macOS that allows you to start working on a document on one device and pick it up on another that’s connected to the same iCloud account.

How to change your desktop and screen saver in System Preferences

Desktop



1. Click on Desktop & Screen Saver.
2. In the Desktop tab, choose from Apple’s pictures, photos from the Photos app, or images from your Pictures folder.
3. To choose an image from a folder other than your Pictures folder, press the ‘+’ at the bottom of the window and select the folder.
4. Choose an option from the menu — most of the time, you’ll want to leave it ‘Fill Screen.’
5. Check the box at the bottom of the window if you want the picture to change every 30 minutes.

Screen Saver

1. Click the Screen Saver tab.
2. Choose a Screen Saver from the list.
3. Choose a time period after which the animation begins from the menu.
4. If you want to dig deep and change how the Screen Saver displays, click Screen Saver Options and play with the sliders.
5. Click OK.
How to configure Security & Privacy in System Preferences

The Security & Privacy pane in System Preferences allows you to change your login password, control how your Mac behaves when it goes to sleep, and allows you to specify which applications have access to personal data.

You can also turn on FileVault and make changes to macOS’ built-in firewall. FileVault allows you to encrypt files stored on your hard drive. However, it has a couple of down sides. One is that encrypting files consumes resources and may make your Mac run
more slowly. The other is that if you forget your password and secure key, you’ll lose access to your files permanently. Unless you have a specific reason for encrypting files on your hard drive, it’s better to leave FileVault switched off. Likewise, you should leave
the Firewall at its default settings unless you have a good reason to switch it off or change its settings.

To change your password, click on the General tab in Security & Privacy and unlock the padlock by clicking it and typing in your user password, then choose Change Password. Type in your old password, then the new one, twice. Input a password hint if you think
you’ll need one.

Click on the menu next to Require Password to set the amount of time after your Mac goes to sleep that you need to type in your password. Also, if you want to add a message to the lock screen, click Show and message when screen is locked’ and the “Set Lock
Message” and type the message. If you have an Apple Watch, check the box to allow it to unlock your Mac. And if you want to be able to download apps from places other than the App Store, check the box “App Store and identified developers.”

Configure Notifications in System Preferences

App notifications can be very useful. They can also be intrusive and annoying. You can control which apps can issue notifications and how they do it by clicking on the Notifications pane in System Preferences. The first option on the left, Do Not Disturb, allows
you to turn off Notifications completely at certain times or under certain conditions.

Once you’ve set that, you can click on each app in turn and choose options for how Notifications are displayed or turn them off completely.

Profiles Preferences Mac

Tip: If you want notifications about potential problems with your Mac, such as memory reaching capacity, high disk temperature, or disk trouble, use a great app CleanMyMac X. Its Menu App will alert you as soon as it detects any issues. CleanMyMac is very easy
to set up and use and will help keep your Mac healthy. And if it detects that you’re running out of usable memory, you can free up RAM at the click of a button.

Change Spotlight settings in System Preferences

Spotlight, the tool that allows you to search both your Mac and the world beyond, is incredibly useful. But you can make it work better for you by changing some of its settings.

1. Click on Spotlight in System Preferences.
2. Click on Search results and uncheck any categories you don’t want to appear in results. For example, if you don’t want suggestions from iTunes, Wikipedia, or other online sources, uncheck Spotlight Suggestions.
3. To exclude folders on your Mac from Spotlight searches, click on the Privacy tab and drag the folders onto the window.
4. To change the keyboard shortcut for invoking Spotlight, click on Keyboard Shortcuts, then choose Show Spotlight Search and click on the keyboard shortcut. Press the shortcut you want to use for Spotlight.
Fix typos automatically using the Keyboard pane in System Preferences

The Keyboard pane has a number of settings that allow you to control how your Mac’s keyboard operates. You can set the speed at which keys repeat when you hold them down, change keyboard shortcuts, and set up Dictation so you can speak to your Mac
rather than type.

One of the most useful Keyboard settings is in the Text tab, where it allows you to specify how to correct common typing errors. For example, if you regularly type ’teh’ instead of ‘the’, you can make it correct that automatically. Here’s how to use it.

1. Click on the Keyboard pane in System Preferences and click the Text tab.
2. Click the ‘+’ at the bottom of the screen.
3. Type the mistake you often make in the Replace column, then type the text you want to replace it with in the ‘With’ column.
4. You can also use this feature to allow you to type abbreviations and have your Mac replace them with the full text.

The Text tab also allows you to choose whether to correct spelling automatically, which dictionary to use and how to format quote marks. And you can add additional input source languages by clicking Input Sources and choosing a language. If you click on Input
Source in menu bar, you’ll be able to easily swap between languages.

Set up a printer in System Preferences
1. In System Preferences, click on the Printers & Scanners pane.
2. Click the Print tab, if it’s not already selected, and click the ‘+’ button at the bottom of the Printers window.
3. Any printer connected to your Mac, AirPrint printer on your WiFi network, or wired printer on a network you’re connected to will show up in the window.
4. Click the one you want to add and click Add.
5. If you have connected multiple printers, click on the Default Printer menu and choose the one you want to use as the default.
Add a Gmail account in Internet Accounts
Sharing Preferences Mac

The Internet Accounts tab is where you can add email or social media accounts to your macOS user account. The email accounts will show up in Mail, while the social media accounts will be available in other apps or when you choose to share something using
Share Sheets.

1. Click on Internet Accounts.
2. Click anywhere in the left-hand column.
3. Press the “+” button at the bottom of the column and choose Gmail (if you want to add another type of email or social media account, choose that instead).
4. Type in your Gmail address in the window that opens.
5. Type in your Gmail password to log into the account.
6. When the account has been added, check the items in the right-hand window that you want to use with this Gmail account.
Share your Mac’s data with another computer

The Sharing pane in System Preferences allows you to share a range of different data and services on your Mac with other computers on the same network. The three most useful are Screen Sharing, Printer Sharing, and File Sharing.

Screen Sharing allows you share your Mac’s screen with another computer so that you can view its display and control it remotely from another computer. This is particularly useful if you want to set up a Mac mini without a monitor and control it from another
Mac, or if you want to help troubleshoot problems on someone else’s Mac.

To enable Screen Sharing, click on the Sharing pane and unlock it. Check the box next to Screen Sharing and then choose which user accounts to allow access to.

File Sharing allows folders you choose to be shared with other users. Click File Sharing, beneath Screen Sharing, and click the “+’ to specify which folders to share. Set privileges in the Users window. If you want to access the folders over a network, click Options
to choose how they’re shared.

If you have a printer directly connected to your Mac, you can share it by clicking Printer Sharing and choosing the printer.

Manage login items in Users & Groups

Sometime apps configure themselves to open automatically at login. If you no longer want them to do that, click on the Users & Groups pane and unlock it. Click the account you want to manage and then choose Login items. Click on the one you want to remove
and click the “-“ at the bottom of the window.

You can also change account passwords, pictures, and privileges in Users & Groups, as well as alter the way the login screen looks.

Mac Set App Preference Download

Tip: If you want to see the list of all your login items and remove them in a click, use the app we've mentioned about — CleanMyMac X. Go the Optimization > Login Items to manage the apps that launch at startup.

If you want to uninstall applications altogether, rather than just stopping them launching automatically, use a dedicated tool Uninstaller, that will remove the application and all its associated files from your Mac and the click of a button.

Change Siri’s voice in System Preferences
1. Click on the Siri pane.
2. Make sure “Ask Siri” is ticked.
3. Click on the menu next to “Siri Voice” and choose the voice you want.



If you’d rather type Siri questions than speak them, click on the Accessibility pane in the main System Preferences window. Click on Siri in the left-hand sidebar and check the “Enable Type to Siri” box.

Set up Parental Controls
Mac Set App Preference Permissions

If you want to set limits on the way children use your Mac, choose Parental Controls in System Preferences. Unlock it and then click on the user account you want to set controls for. Click on each tab in turn, setting the options as you want them.

As you can see, System Preferences has some very useful features for setting up and configuring your Mac. While there are lots of options, it’s not difficult to use and nothing you can do there will harm your Mac. Use the tips above to get your Mac configured
and running exactly the way you want it.
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